CHAPTER VII
CHINA
.Beginnings
We know the effect of the Inventions of paper,
press, and gun-powder over the history of mankind.
The history of the people to whose credit these Inven-
tions go must be very fascinating and It is the same
that we are going to narrate In the following pages
in as succinct a manner as possible.
Within the scope of our survey the history of the
'Chinese people has not only to be very brief but. Indeed,
has to close where that of the most people begins.
This Is because the history of that ancient land is so
coherent and consecutive that unless we cut its narra-
tion drastically its entire run will have to be "related.
It has, for example, no termination In the"" manner
of Egypt, Crete, Sumer, Babylonia, or Elam; It does
not even warrant a hiatus In the manner of Indian
history after the Indus Valley epoch which affords
both space and time for the historian to breathe be-
fore he can plunge again Into -the current of history
which follows the advent of. the Indo-Aryans and
runs coherently until the Muslim invasion.
It Is obvious therefore that the range of this treat-
ment has to be limited arbitrarily and its bounds, at
least on the outer side, have to be consequently unnatu-
rally fixed. The following survey therefore essays to
marshal into array the events of Ghinese^ history from
the earliest times, as far as 'they can be ascertained, to
the fall of the famous Ghou Dynasty in 249 B. c.